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In addition to my research project work as a Carnegie Scholar during 2003-04, I also was engaged in the introduction of an initiative for Scholarship of Teaching and Learning to the campus and beyond. 

Campus SoTL Initiative

I helped to organize a college-wide SoTL initiative, with funding from the Vice President of Instruction and State Assessment budgets, which has introduced a majority (85) of our faculty to the concept of SoTL resulting in a dozen or more faculty and students actively engaged in research projects.  http://projects.northseattle.edu/sotl/ This has become a major campus effort and is already resulting in revision of curriculum (English and Accounting) and degree requirements (Integrated Studies). 

Our president, who has supported this initiative, visited Georgetown University where he was introduced to the Visual Knowledge Project (VKP) by Randy Bass, Director and national Carnegie leader for this initiative.   He then sent the Directors of Faculty Development and Distance Learning to a VKP Conference at Cerritos College in California with the idea of incorporating some of what they experienced there into future Faculty Summer Institutes.

The Seattle Community College District designated the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning as a model innovative program and showcased it in a publication and presentation as part of the re-accreditation process for membership in the League for Innovation. 

Creating Culture of Scholarship
Up to now research and production of scholarship has not been seen as a priority here, so we have had to create some structures that will support this emerging culture for SoTL.  We have redirected some of our campus assessment efforts to include a focus and funding for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning.  

Another major task has been to create and train people for a Human Subjects Review Board (aka IRB). Tom Kerns, faculty in philosophy, has led this effort and presented two workshops and enlisted both students and other faculty to be ongoing members of a review board. 

http://projects.northseattle.edu/humansubjects/

Student Voices

In an effort to expand our vision across and beyond the campus, we have joined the Carnegie/AAHE Campus Cluster program "Sustaining Student Voices, " which is one of twelve clusters nationally.  Included in our cluster is University of Maryland, California State University at Long Beach, University of Washington Bothel, and Western Washington University.  As part of this commitment we sent a team of seven faculty and a student to participate in the March 2004 Carnegie/AAHE Colloquium in San Diego and we also had representation at the AAHE/Carnegie Summer Academy in Vermont.  As part of this effort we will document our campus experiences with videotaped snapshots of our activities which will be used to produce a videotape to make public the successes of these efforts at different campuses. 
In addition, future plans include using the "Student Voices" Initiative to encourage Student Services and Instruction to cooperate in promoting student co-curricular participation in undergraduate research and academic leadership activities such as research projects, campus seminars, institutional initiatives.  Plans are underway to make presentations at academic conferences both locally and nationally to share our experience with others.
As a result of these efforts, several students are now engaged in SoTL projects as co-researchers with some proposing their own topics for projects. These students have taken the lead to introduce other students to SoTL including organizing and videotaping a focus group to gather insights as to why a fall term Coordinated Studies Program was such a powerful learning experience for so many of their peers. Their emerging insights seemed to correlate with the insights of Carnegie scholar Jose Feito  so this group of students organized a seminar of students and faculty to discuss Feito's final 2002 SoTL project "Exploring Intellectual Community. "  Now they are part of a team of faculty and students proposing to build on this scholarship and formally study the relationship between affective and cognitive development in student learning. They are in the process of producing a PowerPoint presentation for use both on and off campus which will document their work.

Finding confidence in their emerging research and intellectual skills, a group of students ventured to engage in a seminar to critique the work of author Allan Johnson (Privilege Power and Difference and The Gender Knot).  They were praised for their efforts by this author, who both witnessed the seminar and read their written critique.  He wrote them saying "I can't remember when I've received such a thoughtful response to my work I thank you for your clarity and your insight and your candor and honesty and your courage." 

Impact of SoTL beyond the Campus

Some of our SoTL work-in-progress (one of which is resulting in a revision of the English composition curriculum) was presented at a state-wide Assessment Conference and at a State English Composition Conference.  Another English faculty is presenting the results of his study on impact of teaching grammar on reading skills at a national English teachers conference this summer. At a PEW-funded conference on National Learning Communities Initiative in Seattle in May, 2004, attended by over 650 people, several of our faculty and students made presentations related to their SoTL activities. 

In addition, I participated in two other presentations at this conference, one with Richard Gale, Director of the Carnegie Academy and Warren Rosenberg, from the Center of Inquiry for the Liberal Arts at Wabash College and another with Barbara Cambridge, VP of AAHE We  outlined the collaboration between CASTL and  SoTL with other national initiatives  such as Learning Communities,  Center for Inquiry of Liberal Arts,  and AAHE/Carnegie Campus Clusters .

I also represented our " Student Voices" Cluster Team at the AAHE/Carnegie Summer Academy in July, 2004 in Vermont where plans were developed to support campus student participation in SoTL and other institutional initiatives.  We also participated in a workshop outlining our campus SoTl activities.

As a result of this exposure both locally and nationally, several of us from NSCC have received invitations to introduce faculty at other local colleges to SoTL, especially as to how it can engage faculty in their institutional assessment efforts.  Included in these are State Assessment Conference, New Teachers Fall Seminar, Edmonds Community College assessment committee,  and State Assessment Coordinators Retreat.

Support for Other SoTL Initatives
Other opportunities to report on our ongoing campus work are being planned for the 2004-05 school year, including presentations at the Inaugural International Society of Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Conference at Indiana University, Carnegie Colloquium and Summer Academy, AAC&U Conference on Integrated Learning, Washington State Assessment Conference, and Washington Center Conference.

Funding to support SoTL activities have come from the campus (President and Vice President of Instruction) commitment to participate in Carnegie Scholars program and Campus Cluster program using funds from the state assessment initiative, faculty development, and other campus sources.

In addition, NSCC is receiving a $1000 grant from Carnegie/AAHE Cluster program to encourage student participation and another $5000 from the Carnegie Scholar's program to enhance the overall campus SoTL initiative. 
