Itinerary for Columbia Walking Tour

July 15, 2002

8:00am

Assemble at First National Bank in Columbia. The bank is located at the corner of the Locust Street and Second  Streets.

We will proceed down Cherry Street to Wright's Ferry Mansion at Second and Cherry. (The link is to the National Register of Historic Places listing for Wright’s Ferry.)

Stop No. 1: Wright's Ferry and the Waterfront
1850 census listings
Sarah Grandel (29 F B) and Peter Grandel (13 M M) living with John L. and Mary Wright (aged 24 and 23 respectively).

Hannah Puder (14 F M) living with Susan Wright (61 _ W). Hannah is also listed as living with her family: Andrew and Julian Puder, Jesse (15), Hannah (13), Mary (11), Melinda (7), Aticus (4), and William (infant).

Presilia Bond (25 F M) living with John L. Wright (52 M W)

1860 listings

Sarah J. Pico (21 F M) living with Roda (66-widow) and Elizabeth (55) Wright.

Susan Gover (22 F M) living with Ann E. Wright (32-widow)

1870 listings

Sarah J. Harris (41 F B) living with Elizabeth Wright (68 F W).

The blocks of South Second around Wright's Ferry were home to a number of the town's white elite: "A small percentage of Columbia's black population lived in the homes of their white employees for whom they served as domestic servants, hostlers, coachmen and porters. In 1850, these individuals numbered 42, or 5% of the total black population. This number held constant over the next two decades. When viewed as a percentage of the total number of homes containing blacks (166 in 1850), however, these 25 white-headed households account for 15% of the household living arrangements." (Zimmerman, p. 22) 

Go right on South Second to Locust to First National Bank (#170 Locust) repository of bank books of Stephen Smith & William Whipper. Nora and Michael Stark, owners and managers of the Bank museum, have offered to provide meeting space (for introductory session and can talk about commercial and industrial development along the waterfront, e.g., Stephen Smith's lumberyard. Zimmerman discusses Smith's "meteoric rise"  (he held the majority stock in the bank) and 1834/35 riots on pages 10-13.

Go left on Locust: Cato Jordan  (listed variously at 133 and 169 Locust) was well-known transporter (along with Robert Loney) of fugitives (Smedley reference). The river is visible from this block, although not much is left of Front Street in this area, we can point to other Black businesses, e.g. Samuel Boyd and Samuel Johnson, barbers at 185 1/2 N. Front.

Go left on Bank Avenue, the back of Wright's Ferry will be on the left and the riverfront, including the renovated Reading and Columbia RR, on the right.

Go up grass alley back to 100 block of S. Second Street (mansion on the left).

Stop No. 2: Original Location of Mt. Zion AME Church/FB settlement #1

Go right on S. Second and left up the alley between Union and Perry to the general vicinity of the original location of Mt. Zion A.M.E. church. We can talk about the development of "Sawneytown" in 1813 as another area of FB settlement and the eventual relocation of Mt. Zion north into the area settled by manumitted slaves from VA (100 block of S. Fifth). Go left on S. Third and proceed up the alley between Cherry and Union to intersection of Elbow Alley (now Avenue) and Fifth Streets.

Stop No. 3: FB Settlement #2 (manumitted Virginians)/Baptist & AME Churches

Many of the Virginia-born folks lived on Elbow Alley and on S. Fifth Street--Go right onto Concord and stop at original site of Colored Baptist Church (corner of Concord & S. Fifth) founded in 1822 by Virginians (Joseph Henderson, Nicholas Pleasant, John Winston, and Wallace Green). (About fifty came in 1820 --the Izard Bacon group--and about 100 came in 1821--the Sally Bell group.) Also Sunday school sponsored by the Columbia Abolition Society. Now Ashley Tabernacle (1928 and 1900 cornerstones). Amanda Berry Smith lived with George and Susan Morris on Concord, just off Union and describes Baptist service in her autobiography (Zimmerman, pp. 24-25). Her autobiography is available online at both NYPL Digital Shomburg and UNC sites.

Go back down Elbow Alley to the 100 block of Fifth Street and look at #153, 154, 155, and 164 .

Proceed east on S. Fifth and go left on Union to #508 Union (east side), site of home of Hannah Bosley, featured in LCHS exhibition "Wealth of Years." 

http://www.lancasterhistory.org/collections/exhibitions/wealth/pan_afam.html#bosley
Go back to Fifth and continue east on the southern side of Fifth to present day site of Mt. Zion A.M.E. # 220 S. Fifth. Cross street to look at #225 (William Baker), #227 (James Jones) and #229 (Philip Pleasant), all prominent Black householders.

Can tell the stirring story of William Baker and the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 

Stop No. 4 Mt. Bethel Cemetery

Get over to Mt. Bethel Cemetery and look at graves of CW veterans from MA 54th & 55th and other Black regiments.

