Is Hutchins Right for You?

In Fall 2000 a Hutchins student developed some questions designed to help students decide if ours was the right program for them.  “An Interview Packet for Newcomers” is reproduced here, with some adaptations, and with some linked statements on the following page. Hopefully this will help determine if Hutchins is indeed right for you.

1. Are you a self-motivated learner who wants to take control of your own education or are you more comfortable with being guided through the learning process?

2. Is it important for you to be in a nurturing, interactive atmosphere or would you rather learn in a lecture environment with little discussion between students and professors?

3. Do you view college as an opportunity to engage in dialogue and make meaning as you go or a place to learn information and gain knowledge?

4. Do you see education as an ongoing experience or are you coming to college to obtain a BA and then move on?

5. Do you consider yourself a person who interacts well with others or do you prefer to listen rather than share ideas?

6. Do you think you would be interested in learning from your peers or are you more comfortable learning from a professor?  

7. Is learning to accept and understand the ideas of others important to you?  Is this a skill you want to learn and improve upon?

8. Do you like to read and write?  Are your reading and writing skills as strong as you would like them to be?

9. Do you enjoy examining the way you view the world; learning from and with and through as well as about your environment?

10. Does the exploration of unanswered and possibly unanswerable questions excite you or are you frustrated by questions without answers?

11. Are you interested in exploring ideas from multiple perspectives and across disciplines?

12. Do you like the idea of linking history and science and art and philosophy and more?  

13. Why do you feel SSU and the Hutchins School of Liberal Studies are right for you?

14. What other options did you consider before entering the Hutchins School?

15. Where do you see yourself in five years and what do you see yourself doing?  Why?

Is Hutchins Right for You? (continued)

1. Although there are required courses and pre-determined structures within the Hutchins Program, our students tend to be more self-directed than most.

2. There are a few lecture courses in Hutchins but for the most part we are devoted to seminar learning and dialogue.

3. The seminar experience requires interaction rather than direct instruction, so most classes are less about achieving ultimate truth and more about learning how to learn.

4. Because of the interactive and self-directed nature of the program, it tends to be more valuable when it is seen as more than a means to an end.

5. Seminars are places of communication, so all students must participate fully.

6. We value the input and insights of students, and in most classes you will learn as much from your peers and yourself as from your teacher.  

7. Seminars are places of respect and collaboration and we all learn from each other.

8. Because we do not give exams, reading and writing are central to our program.  

9. Critical engagement with yourself, your surroundings, and your ideas are all central to our mission and our work.

10. Hutchins is more a place for questions than answers, and consensus is often hard to achieve within a seminar.  If you’re looking for truth, you’ve come to the wrong place.

11. We are a completely interdisciplinary program, and all classes are taught from an interdisciplinary perspective.

12. No theme or topic will ever be examined in isolation – Hutchins is about transcending not honoring boundaries.

13. Knowing why you choose a program is vitally important – make sure what you want and what you will get from Hutchins are the same thing.

14. There are many other programs on campus, and many other colleges in the world.  Know your options.

15. Will the kind of learning offered by Hutchins help you reach your goals?  

