HISTORY 253 - CANADIAN HISTORY: THE COLONIAL PERIOD
Fall 2003
Tracy Penny Light

Dana Porter Library Rm 328 (LT3 Centre)

Phone: Ext. 3899

e-mail: tracy@LT3.uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Tues. 12:30p.m. -1:30p.m. and by appointment

Jane Nicholas

PAS 2225
Phone: Ext. 3772
e-mail: jm2nicho@artsmail.uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Tues. 12:30p.m.-2:00p.m. and by appointment
This course examines social, economic, and political change in pre-Confederation Canada through a study of the pre-contact period, the rise and fall of New France, and the creation of British North America. Among the topics investigated are the impact of European culture on the First Nations, the nature of New France society in comparison to that of France, immigration to BNA, the development of Responsible Government, and Confederation.

The course is composed of four aspects - lectures, readings, online tasks, and tutorials.  Each one is designed to supplement the others.  Lectures will usually provide more detail on a specific topic than your text can offer.  Readings will introduce you to topics which cannot always be covered in the lectures.  Online tasks will reinforce material from both lectures and readings.  Tutorials give the student the opportunity to discuss the content of the course and to be introduced to issues central to the discipline of history.

The online course site can be found at http://uwone.uwaterloo.ca  Students will be required to login using their UW userid and password.  All students will receive an orientation to this system during the first week of class.

Required Texts
J.M. Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada: A Pre-Confederation History (Don Mills: Oxford University Press, 2003) second edition
Course package of required and optional readings (to be purchased from book store).

Course Requirements 

History Research Project (due Sept. 18)
15%

Tutorial Presentations (begins Sept. 30)
20%

Primary Source Evaluation (due Oct. 21)
20%

Online Discussions 
(x2 = weeks of October 27 and Nov. 24)
10%

Participation                                               
assessed on a negative scale*
Self-Assessment (due Dec. 4)


  5%

Final Exam 




30%
* All students are expected to attend and participate in all tutorials.  5% will be deducted from your overall final grade for each missed tutorial. 

“Note on avoidance of academic offences: All students registered in the courses of the Faculty of Arts are expected to know what constitutes an academic offence, to avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for their academic actions.  When the commission of an offence is established, disciplinary penalties will be imposed in accord with Policy #71 (Student Academic Discipline).  For information on categories of offences and types of penalties, students are directed to consult the summary of Policy #71 (Student Academic Discipline) which is supplied in the Undergraduate Calendar (p.1:10).  If you need help in learning how to avoid offences such as plagiarism, cheating, and double submission, or if you need clarification of aspects of the discipline policy, ask your course instructor for guidance.  Other resources regarding the discipline policy are your academic advisor and the Undergraduate Associate Dean.”

Students are also directed to “How to Avoid Plagiarism and Other Written Offences: A Guide for Students and Instructors” (http://watarts.uwaterloo.ca/~sager/plagiarism.html).
History 253 – Lecture Schedule and Readings (Fall 2003)
Week of Sept. 8: Introduction and What is History?
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, Introduction and “Writing about Aboriginal Peoples’ History,” p. 186-189.

Week of Sept. 15: Precontact
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapter 1 and “Writing about Women’s History,” p. 341-343.

Week of Sept. 22: Contact
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 2, 3 and 5.

Week of Sept. 29: New France (Political)
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapter 6. 

(RACE) Required:

Richard White and William Cronon, “Ecological Change and Indian-White Relations.” 

Optional:
Eleanor Leacock, “Montagnais Women and the Jesuit Program for Colonization.” 
Week of Oct. 6: New France (Social)
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, ch. 7.

Week of Oct. 13: Conquest 
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 9 and 10.

(GENDER) Required:
Carolyn Prodruchny, “Festivities, Fortitude, and Fraternalism: Fur Trade Masculinity and the Beaver Club, 1785-1827.”

Optional:

Jan Noel, “New France: Les femmes favorisees.”

Week of Oct. 20: Loyalism and Settlement

Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 11, 13 and 18 (p. 382-384).

Week of Oct. 27: Rebellions and Responsible Government
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 12.

(RURAL/URBAN) Required:
Douglas McCalla, “Rural Credit and Rural Development in Upper Canada, 1790-1850.”

Optional:
Fernand Ouellet, “Ruralization, Regional Development, and Industrial Growth Before 1850.”

Week of Nov. 3: Rural Life and British Colonial Economy
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 14 and 15.

Week of Nov. 10: Urban Life and British Colonial Economy

Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 19, 21 and 22.

(CLASS) Required:

Paul Craven and Tom Traves, “Dimensions of Paternalism: Discipline and Culture in Canadian Railway Operations in the 1850s.”

Optional:
David A. Sutherland, “Race Relations in Halifax, Nova Scotia, During the Mid-Victorian Quest for Reform.”

Week of Nov. 17: Institutions and the State
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 16 and 17.

Week of Nov. 24: Confederation
Bumstead, The Peoples of Canada, chapters 23, 24 and “Writing about Confederation,” p. 510-512.

Week of Dec. 1: Exam Review, etc.
History 253 - TUTORIAL SCHEDULE (Fall 2003)
Tutorials are designed to introduce students to both the nature of history as a discipline and its content.  For each tutorial, students will be expected to have read the readings assigned and to be prepared to discuss those readings both in terms of their content and what they reveal about how historians research. Each student will attend five tutorials during the term.

Week of Sept. 8
Orientation to the History Research Project and course web site (LT3 FLEX Lab, Dana Porter Library, 3rd Floor) – ALL Tutorial Sections

Week of Sept. 15
Sections 2, 4, 6, 8 (even week) 

Week of Sept. 22
Sections 1, 3, 5, 7, (odd week)

Week of Sept. 29
Presentations start – RACE (even week)

Week of Oct. 6
RACE (odd week)

Week of Oct. 13
GENDER (even week)

Week of Oct. 20
GENDER (odd week)

Week of Oct. 27         RURAL/URBAN (even week)

Week of Nov. 3
RURAL/URBAN (odd week)

Week of Nov. 10
CLASS (even week)

Week of Nov. 18
CLASS (odd week)

Tutorial 1: What is History? (Readings for Weeks of Sept. 8, 15, and 22 )


The focus of this tutorial will be on how historians “do” history and the sources they use.  What are historical sources?  What are primary and secondary sources?  How do historical sources vary and what are the advantages and disadvantages of each type?  What do various sources tell us about the discipline of history and its limits?  Using the readings be prepared to discuss the difficulties of interpreting history.  How do sources for each vary?  Can you see where present day events influence your reading of history?  

Tutorial 2: RACE (Readings for Weeks of Sept. 29 and Oct 6)
Tutorial 3: GENDER (Readings for Weeks of Oct. 13 and 20)
Tutorial 4: RURAL/URBAN (Readings for Weeks of October 27 and November 3)
Tutorial 5: CLASS (Readings for Weeks of Nov. 10 and 17) 

HISTORY 253 – Tutorial Presentation (Fall 2003)

Group Presentation and Paper – 20% of Final Grade

Two Part Assignment:  Leading a tutorial and writing a short paper (6-8 double spaced, typed pages)

Due:  Part One – in the tutorial you have been assigned to*

          Part Two – one week after your tutorial facilitation


This is a two part assignment.  The first part requires your group to sign up to be the facilitators for a tutorial.  The tutorials have been divided up thematically (race, gender, rural/urban, and class).  As a group, you should choose two of the articles you each found in your first assignment using the History Research Project as well as the assigned readings for that tutorial.  Your group will prepare questions and other material to help you make a short presentation to the class on the chosen theme.  After your presentation you are responsible for mediating a class discussion on the topic.  One week after you have run the tutorial you will submit a short paper on the theme and the articles.  We hope that preparing the tutorial and getting feedback from your classmates will help you to write the paper.  Each section of this assignment is described in greater detail below.

Part One:  The group will lead one 50 minute tutorial.  Your initial presentation of the articles should be about 15 minutes.  After your presentation, your group will lead a discussion on the readings and the issues that are raised by them.  In order to facilitate your discussion you should have questions prepared.  Be creative!

Here are some questions to help you prepare for the presentation and discussion:

 What is the main argument of each of the articles?

 What types of evidence does the writer use?

 What do the article and theme tell us about the history of the period?

 How does this theme relate to religion and another theme of your choice?

 Do the articles complement or contradict each other?

 How do we resolve contradictions between sources?

*If you want to use Power Point or other technologies you must speak to the instructors at least two weeks prior to your presentation.
Part Two:  As a group you will prepare and submit one short paper that outlines the arguments of each article and describes how they fit together to give us a sense of the past.  Try to integrate and compare and contrast the articles.  Discuss the theme, as it is used in the articles, in order to describe how historians use it to better understand the past.

Here are some questions to help you prepare the paper:

 What is the main argument of each of the articles?

 What types of evidence does the author use?

 Do the articles complement or contradict each other?

 How do the articles “fit” together?

 How do we resolve contradictions between sources in order to get a sense of the past?

 What does this theme and the articles reveal about pre-Confederation Canadian history?

HISTORY 253- Primary Source Analysis (Fall 2003)

Primary Source Analysis – 15% of Final Grade

Length: 5 to 6 double spaced, typed pages

Due: October 21st
Historians are only as good as their sources.  In this assignment your job is to interpret a primary source.  We are looking for your sensitivity to the document, your ability to evaluate its purpose, and your ability to understand how a historian would use it to interpret the past.  Choose one of the primary source documents (on reserve in the library) to analyse. You may also select one of your own as long as you have the instructors’ approval.  

After reading the appropriate section of the textbook, scrutinize the primary source and try to answer some of the following questions:  

 What does this document tell us about the period in which it was produced?  

 How does it add to our understanding of the past? 

 What was the purpose of it?  

 Who was writing the document?  

 What does the document tell us about the author?  Is the author’s perspective evident?

 Who was the intended audience? 

 What are some of the strengths of this source?  

 What are some of the weaknesses?  Remember that there are limits to every source.
*Keep in mind that this is not a definitive list.  Please feel free to ask your own questions of the source.*
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