Coordinated Studies Student Assessment Project

              Categories for Coding Responses
I.  What was your primary motivation for enrolling in C. S.?

1. Requirement to complete AA

2. Credits (Fulfills several different credit requirements)

3. Format (Learning Community, multiple faculty, multiple courses in one)

4. Course Theme/Description/books, looked interesting

5. Faculty 

6. Schedule times/fewer days a week

7. Previous experience positive

8. Recommended by an Advisor or faculty

9. Recommended by a student/peer

10. Other

IIA.  If C. S. was not an AA-degree requirement would you 

  have chosen to enroll?

11. Yes

12. Probably

13. Unsure/Don't know

14. Probably Not

15. No

II B. Are you glad you did? If not, why not?

16. Glad

17. Not Glad

18. Unsure/Unclear

III. Compared to stand-alone courses, what did this experience in Coordinated Studies provided that was different in preparing you for future college or university courses? 

Knowledge acquired (more knowledgeable person)
19. Developed areas of new knowledge, more depth or insights into subjects      

20. Easier to learn, more motivating, more effective, remember more

21. Able to apply/relate knowledge to life/workplace

22. Discovered interdisciplinary /interconnected nature of knowledge

Academic skills developed 

23. Improved critical thinking skills: More complex thinking; Analyze, synthesize, question more 
24. Developed academic skills: reading, writing, speaking in group  discussion, study skills.
25. More confident/comfortable as a learner, expressing ideas, voicing  opinions, sharing self
26. Learned how to interact, understand and learn from others.  Made friends

Improved attitude towards study and learning
27. Develop responsibility for my (others') learning; independent learner, collaborative learning

28. Motivated for continued (life-long) learning

29. Understand challenging workload expectations as positive experience. 

30. Good prep for further higher education

31. Other

IV.  How did this Coordinated Studies help to prepare you for other experiences outside of school, like in personal life, present or future employment situations or in role as a citizen. 

Personal life
32. Develop insights into self, who I am,  a generally more knowledgeable/educated person, 

33. Feel more confident/competent/motivated (generally) 

34. Learn to interact deal/ communicate with, listen to, and understand others with different views, values, lifestyles.

35. More open-minded,  aware, see things differently, accepting new ideas / others

Present or future employment

36. Skills for employment/life developed (time management, public speaking/presentations)

37 Experience how to work with others to get a task done, teamwork

Role as a citizen
38. Develop skills, knowledge, motivation which will be helpful in the community

39. Develop new attitudes ,awareness, insights, concerning society, contemporary issues

40. Other
VA.  Are you for or against keeping Coordinated Studies as a degree requirement.

41. For

42. Against

43. Unclear

VB.  What are good arguments for or against keeping Coordinated Studies as a degree requirement?

Aspects of the course that contributed to the results?

44. Learning Community culture (getting to knowing peers, safe, trusting, cooperative environment) , alternative format, variety of teaching/learning methods)

45. Interdisciplinarity/connectedness of material/courses

46. Collaborative activities (group work, discussions, interactions with others)

47. Seminars (reading and writing about  and exploring books)

48. Longer class periods, fewer days a week, larger classes

49. Challenging workload

50. Emphasis on developing writing/critical thinking

51. Role of multiple teachers (different disciplines, methods, more involved as co-learners, can give more individual help)

52. Positive learning experience

53. Themes, topics, content of books 

54. Other

Concerns

55. General negative comment: (Nothing should be required, just didn't like it

56. Not that different than stand-alone classes

57. Scheduling problems: Not enough CS courses offered, mix of credits; classes too long 

58. Roadblock for transfer students; other colleges don't require

59. Grading method problematic

60. Doesn't provide enough depth in a particular subject/discipline/skill

61. Expectations too high: workload; time commitment

62. Prefer stand alone structure; doesn't fit learning style; too much speaking required

63. Difficult to deal with multiple faculty (individual personalities, different teaching styles )

64. Interdisciplinary, team-taught, collaborative structure results in seeming confusion; difficult to know what to focus on; sorting out conflicting viewpoints

65. Other particular course concerns (online components; critique of assignments; room arrangements, etc). 
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