Cataloging Station:

Answer the following questions as it applies to your work.  Use the vocabulary list to help you answer the questions:

Vocabulary used for this worksheet (vocabulary words are written in bold in the questions below):

Artifact-an object made, modified or used by people.
Attribute-characteristic of an object such as size, color, or thickness.

Ceramic-pottery, fired clay.
Classification-a system of arranging artifacts in specific groups according to specific guidelines. For example-arranging artifacts by the material they are made of such as glass.

Diagnostic artifact-an artifact that is of a particular time and or cultural group.  An artifact that has a specific design or shape that can be researched and that time or cultural group can be found. 
Feature-permanent fixtures of a site that cannot be physically removed as a whole structure, such as a roasting pit, post hole, privy, or cistern.

Level-an excavation layer.  They are numbered from top to bottom of the excavation unit starting with Level 1.
Locus-if more than one area of a site if being excavated at a time on an archaeological site it refers to one specific area such as Locus 1, Locus 2, etc.

Patination-the slow chemical break down of glass back to sand which it was made from.  Patinated glass leaves a rainbow or oily look to the glass.

Pot Sherd-a broken piece of pottery.

Unit-a specific area that excavated in specific measurements such as 1 foot by 1 foot.

1. How many different classifications of artifacts did you catalog? 

(Different types of materials they were made of for example: ceramic or glass (some which could be patinated)

2. What context is your artifact from?  (For example-What Locus, Feature or Unit and Level)

3. What was the strangest artifact you cataloged? What was its unique attribute?

4. Did you have any diagnostic artifacts? If so, what were they? Describe them. 

(Use the back of the sheet if necessary)

