Are You Right for Hutchins?

Students in the Hutchins Program often reflect on the how and the why of their decision to pursue a degree in Liberal Studies.  One student put it this way:

“What I have observed in my education at Sonoma State in the Hutchins Program is that we as student learners need to want to be here.  We also need to work together as individuals.  When we work together in seminars and on projects everyone needs to be willing to speak and be willing to listen to others.”  “The idea here is that we are all here in Hutchins to learn … and to assure that the program will continue to soar I feel future students should ask themselves if Hutchins is right for them.  If anything, the first questions in the portfolio should be …”

Are you the kind of person who is …

· Excited about learning?

· Interested in learning through discussion and dialogue?

· Willing to except the ambiguity of a seminar approach to learning?

· Comfortable sharing your ideas with others?

· Open-minded and willing to consider the ideas of others?

· Comfortable doing collaborative work?

· Community-minded and willing to work towards a common goal?

· Confident about your ability to bring something to a group of learners?

· Confident about your ability to listen actively and take something away from group dialogue?

Are you entering the Hutchins program because it is …

· Interdisciplinary?

· Grounded in the seminar format?

· A broad-based approach to learning?

· Dedicated to the formation of life-long-learners?

· Open to self-directed learning and self-constructed study?

· Committed to collaborative learning and student-centered teaching?

Do you realize that Hutchins is NOT …

· A training program for prospective teachers.

· A place of disciplinary boundaries.

· A way to avoid taking tests.

